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WATCH COMMITTEE CONCLUSION OM THE OFFSHORE ISLAND SITUATION

V. The Watch Committes concludes that avetleble information provides
‘no indications thot the Chinase Communists intand to launch mojor assaults ogoinss
the major islands in the Motse or Chinman groups in the immedicia futwe. Final
preperations for major asseults could be corvied out in perhaps tan days, although
adequate ground forces and water~lift could ba assambled in two to four doys.
MNo observable preperations are required for asoults on severcl minor offshore
islonds: Wuchiy, Yipshon and small islonds negr the major Chiness Nevionalist
positions on Motsu and the Chinmens. Such attacks might be undericken at
uny time for prostige and propagenda considesaiions and fo test US reactions.

2. Although the long-renge buiid=up in militery po%unﬁﬁl' in East China
continues, available lnteliligence indicatss that certain steps, soms of all of
which may be essential to @ succassful assoult on the major islands, have yet to
be taken:

~=Forward airfislds in the cowmtel orea huve not been improved or oceupisd;

~=Prepoved otillery positions opyosite the Matsus and the Chinmens have
not been fully occupied;

o substartial influx of combat unids into the immedicie comtal arsa
has token ploace;

~=Tha POL supply situation Iy belleved to be poor and no subsiontial move-
ment of POL into the coasial erew hos been dotecied;

~=Concentrotions of londing craft or vessels in the zmmsdmm coastal arecs
have not occurved; and

~~Racant Chinase and Sovlet propegonds on the offshore islands has de-
crewsed sharply in volume ond has been hfgaiy routing in content.

There have baon iﬂdicaﬂam, however, that one major coastel aicfield ((N@ntm)
is baing Improved and offensive wir unm within range are being maintained in o
normal state of readiness,

3. in view of current limivatiens of intelligence scurces, it Is probable,
but not certeln, that the Watch Committes will be uble to detdct ot loust some
of the final preparatory steps price o major assunlts. The Waich Committes
probebly could not dstect immedicte praperations for assoults on Individual minor
islands.
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